13. Establishing a rural residence district. The board of supervisors of a county with respect to
highways under its jurisdiction may establish, by ordinance or resolution, rural residence districts
and may, by ordinance or resolution, regulate the speed and parking of vehicles within the rural
residence district consistent with sections 321.239, 321.285, and 321.293. Before establishing a
rural residence district, the board of supervisors shall hold a public hearing on the proposal, notice
of which shall be published in a newspaper having a general circulation in the area where the
proposed district is located at least twenty days before the date of hearing. The notice shall state the
time and place of the hearing, the proposed location of the district, and other data considered
pertinent by the board of supervisors.

25.321.237 to 25.321.238 reserved.

25.321.239 Counties may restrict parking of vehicles.

The county board of supervisors may adopt, amend, or repeal traffic ordinances to regulate or
prohibit the standing or parking of vehicles within the right of way of any highway under its
jurisdiction.

Any person violating a traffic ordinance adopted under this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
and shall, upon conviction, be fined not to exceed twenty-five dollars, or be imprisoned not to exceed
seven days in the county jail. The form and style of the information shall be in the name of the
county and as against the person in violation of the traffic ordinance.

25.321.240 to 25.321.246 reserved.

25.321.247 Golf cart operation on city streets.

Incorporated areas may, upon approval of their governing body, allow the operation of golf carts on
city streets by persons possessing a valid driver's license. However, a golf cart shall not be operated
upon a city street which is a primary road extension through the city but shall be allowed to cross
a city street which is a primary road extension through the city. The golf carts shall be equipped
with a slow moving vehicle sign and a bicycle safety flag and operate on the streets only from
sunrise to sunset. Golf carts operated on city streets shall be equipped with adequate brakes and
shall meet any other safety requirements imposed by the governing body. Golf carts are not subject
to the registration provisions of this chapter.

Terminology change applied

25.321.248 to 25.321.255 reserved.

25.321.256 Obedience to official traffic-control devices.

No driver of a vehicle shall disobey the instructions of any official traffic-control device placed in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter, unless at the time otherwise directed by a peace
officer subject to the exceptions granted the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle.

25.321.257 Official traffic control signal.
1. For the purposes of this section "stop at the official traffic control signal" means stopping at the

first opportunity at either the clearly marked stop line or before entering the crosswalk or before
entering the intersection.

2. Official traffic control signals consisting of colored lights or colored lighted arrows shall regulate



vehicle and pedestrian traffic in the following manner:

a. A "steady circular red" light means vehicular traffic shall stop. Vehicular traffic shall remain
standing until a signal to proceed is shown or vehicular traffic, unless prohibited by a sign, may
cautiously enter the intersection to make a right turn from the right lane of traffic or a left turn from
a one-way street to a one-way street from the left lane of traffic on a one-way street onto the leftmost
lane of traffic on a one-way street. Turns made under this paragraph shall be made in a manner that
does not interfere with other vehicular or pedestrian traffic lawfully using the intersection.
Pedestrian traffic facing a steady circular red light shall not enter the roadway unless the pedestrian
can safely cross the roadway without interfering with any vehicular traffic.

b. A "steady circular yellow" or "steady yellow arrow" light means vehicular traffic is warned that
the related green movement is being terminated and vehicular traffic shall no longer proceed into the
intersection and shall stop. If the stop cannot be made in safety, a vehicle may be driven cautiously
through the intersection. Pedestrian traffic is warned that there is insufficient time to cross the
intersection and any pedestrian starting to cross the roadway shall yield the right of way to all
vehicles.

c. A "steady circular green" light means vehicular traffic may proceed straight, turn right or tum left
through the intersection unless otherwise specifically prohibited. Vehicular traffic shall yield the
right of way to other vehicular and pedestrian traffic lawfully within the intersection.

d. A "steady green arrow" light shown alone or with another official traffic control signal means
vehicular traffic may cautiously enter the intersection and proceed in the direction indicated by the
arrow. Vehicular traffic shall yield the right of way to other vehicles and pedestrians lawfully within
the intersection.

e. A "flashing circular red" light means vehicular traffic shall stop and after stopping may proceed
cautiously through the intersection yielding to all vehicles not required to stop or yield which are
within the intersection or approaching so closely as to constitute a hazard, but then may proceed.
f. A "flashing yellow" light means vehicular traffic shall proceed through the intersection or past
such signal with caution.

g. A "don't walk" light is a pedestrian signal which means that pedestrian traffic facing the
illuminated pedestrian signal shall not start to cross the roadway in the direction of the pedestrian
signal, and pedestrian traffic in the crossing shall proceed to a safety zone.

h. A "walk" light is a pedestrian signal which means that pedestrian traffic facing the illuminated
pedestrian signal may proceed to cross the roadway in the direction of the pedestrian signal and shall
be given the right of way by drivers of all vehicles.

25.321.258 to 25.321.274 reserved.

OPERATION OF MOTORCYCLES AND
MOTORIZED BICYCLES

25.321.275 Operation of motorcycles and motorized bicycles.

1. General. The motor vehicle laws apply to the operators of motorcycles and motorized bicycles
to the extent practically applicable.

2. Riders.

a. Motorized bicycles. A person operating a motorized bicycle on the highways shall not carry any
other person on the vehicle.

b. Motorcycles. A person shall not operate or ride a motorcycle on the highways with another



person on the motorcycle unless the motorcycle is designed to carry more than one person. The
additional passenger may ride upon the permanent and regular seat if designed for two persons, or
upon another seat firmly attached to the motorcycle at the rear of the operator. The motorcycle shall
be equipped with footrests for the passenger unless the passenger is riding in a sidecar or enclosed
cab. The motorcycle operator shall not carry any person nor shall any other person ride in a position
that will interfere with the operation or control of the motorcycle or the view of the operator.

3. Sitting position. A person operating a motorcycle or motorized bicycle shall ride only upon the
vehicle's permanent and regular attached seat. Every person riding upon the vehicle shall be sitting
astride the seat, facing forward with one leg on either side of the vehicle.

4. Use of traffic lanes. Persons shall not operate motorcycles or motorized bicycles more than two
abreast in a single lane. Except for persons operating such vehicles two abreast, a2 motor vehicle
shall not be operated in a manner depriving a motorcycle or motorized bicycle operator of the full
use of a lane. A motorcycle or motorized bicycle shall not be operated between lanes of traffic or
between adjacent lines or rows of vehicles. The operator of a motorcycle or motorized bicycle shall
not overtake and pass in the same lane occupied by the vehicle being overtaken unless the vehicle
being overtaken is a motorcycle or motorized bicycle.

5. Headlights on. A person shall not operate a 1977 or later model year motorcycle or any model
year motorized bicycle upon the highways without displaying at least one lighted headlamp of the
type described in section 321.409. However, this subsection is subject to the exceptions with respect
to parked vehicles as provided in this chapter.

6. Packages. The operator of a motorcycle or motorized bicycle shall not carry any package, bundle,
or other article which prevents the operator from keeping both hands on the handlebars.

7. Parades. The provisions of this section do not apply to motorcycles or motorized bicycles when
used in a parade authorized by proper permit from local authorities.

8. Bicycle safety flags required on motorized bicycles. When operated on a highway, a motorized
bicycle shall have a bicycle safety flag which extends not less than five feet above the ground
attached to the rear of the motorized bicycle. The bicycle safety flag shall be triangular in shape with
an area of not less than thirty square inches, and be Day-Glo in color.

25.321.276 to 25.321.277 reserved.

25.321.277A Careless driving.

A person commits careless driving if the person intentionally operates a motor vehicle on a public
road or highway in any one of the following ways:

1. Creates or causes unnecessary tire squealing, skidding, or sliding upon acceleration or stopping.
2. Simulates a temporary race.

3. Causes any wheel or wheels to unnecessarily lose contact with the ground.

4. Causes the vehicle to unnecessarily turn abruptly or sway.

25.321.278 to 25.321.283 reserved.

25.321.284 Open containers in motor vehicles.

A person driving a motor vehicle shall not knowingly possess in a motor vehicle upon a public street
or highway an open or unsealed bottle, can, jar, or other receptacle containing an alcoholic beverage,
wine, or beer with the intent to consume the alcoholic beverage, wine, or beer while the motor
vehicle is upon a public street or highway. Evidence that an open or unsealed receptacle containing



an alcoholic beverage, wine, or beer was found during an authorized search in the glove
compartment, utility compartment, console, front passenger seat, or any unlocked portable device
and within the immediate reach of the driver while the motor vehicle is upon a public street or
highway is evidence from which the court or jury may infer that the driver intended to consume the
alcoholic beverage, wine, or beer while upon the public street or highway if the inference is
supported by corroborative evidence. However, an open or unsealed receptacle containing an
alcoholic beverage, wine, or beer may be transported at any time in the trunk of the motor vehicle
or in some other area of the interior of the motor vehicle not designed or intended to be occupied by
the driver and not readily accessible to the driver while the motor vehicle is in motion. A person
convicted of a violation of this section is guilty of a simple misdemeanor punishable as a scheduled
violation under section 805.8, subsection 10, paragraph "b".

SPEED RESTRICTIONS

25.321.285 Speed restrictions.

Any person driving a motor vehicle on a highway shall drive the same at a careful and prudent speed
not greater than nor less than is reasonable and proper, having due regard to the traffic, surface, and
width of the highway and of any other conditions then existing, and no person shall drive any vehicle
upon a highway at a speed greater than will permit the person to bring it to a stop within the assured
clear distance ahead, such driver having the right to assume, however, that all persons using said
highway will observe the law.

The following shall be the lawful speed except as provided by this section, or except as posted
pursuant to sections 262.68, 321.236, subsection 5, section 321.288, subsection 6, sections 321.289,
321.290, 321.293, 321.295, and 461A.36, and any speed in excess thereof shall be unlawful:

1. Twenty miles per hour in any business district.

2. Twenty-five miles per hour in any residence or school district.

3. Forty-five miles per hour in any suburban district. Each school district as defined in subsection
70 of section 321.1 shall be marked by distinctive signs as provided by the current manual of
uniform traffic control devices adopted by the department and placed on the highway at the limits
of such school district.

4. Notwithstanding any other speed restrictions, the speed limit for all vehicular traffic shall be
fifty-five miles per hour.

5. Reasonable and proper, but not greater than fifty-five miles per hour at any time between sunrise
and sunset, and not greater than fifty miles per hour at any time between sunset and sunrise, on
secondary roads unless such roads are surfaced with concrete or asphalt or a combination of both,
in which case the speed limits shall be the same as provided in subsection 4 of this section. When
the board of supervisors of any county shall determine upon the basis of an engineering and traffic
investigation that the speed limit on any secondary road is greater than is reasonable and proper
under the conditions found to exist at any intersection or other place or upon any part of a secondary
road, the board shall determine and declare a reasonable and proper speed limit at the intersection
or other part of the secondary road. The speed limits as determined by the board of supervisors shall
be effective when appropriate signs giving notice of the speed limits are erected by the board of
supervisors at the intersection or other place or part of the highway.

6. Notwithstanding any other speed restrictions, the speed limit for all vehicular traffic on fully
controlled-access, divided, multilaned highways including the national system of interstate highways
is sixty-five miles per hour. The department may establish a speed limit of sixty-five miles per hour



on certain divided, multilaned highways. However, the department or cities with the approval of the
department may establish a lower speed limit upon such highways located within the corporate limits
of a city. For the purposes of this subsection, a fully controlled-access highway is a highway that
gives preference to through traffic by providing access connections with selected public roads only
and by prohibiting crossings at grade or direct private driveway connections. A minimum speed may
be established by the department on the highways referred to in this subsection if warranted by
engineering and traffic investigations.

It is further provided that any kind of vehicle, implement, or conveyance incapable of attaining and
maintaining a speed of forty miles per hour shall be prohibited from using the interstate system.

25.321.286 to 25.321.287 reserved.

25.321.288 Control of vehicle—reduced speed.

A person operating a motor vehicle shall have the vehicle under control at all times and shall reduce
the speed to a reasonable and proper rate:

1. When approaching and passing a person walking in the traveled portion of the public highway.
2. When approaching and passing an animal which is being led, ridden, or driven upon a public
highway.

3. When approaching and traversing a crossing or intersection of public highways, or a bridge, sharp
turn, curve, or steep descent, in a public highway.

4. When approaching and passing an emergency warning device displayed in accordance with rules
adopted under section 321.449, or an emergency vehicle displaying a revolving or flashing light.
5. When approaching and passing a slow moving vehicle displaying a reflective device as provided
by section 321.383.

6. When approaching and passing through a sign posted road work zone upon the public highway.

25.321.289 to 25.321.293 reserved.

25.321.294 Minimum speed regulation.

No person shall drive a motor vehicle at such a slow speed as to impede or block the normal and
reasonable movement of traffic except when reduced speed is necessary for safe operation or in
compliance with law. Peace officers are hereby authorized to enforce this provision by directions
to drivers, and in the event of apparent willful disobedience to this provision and refusal to comply
with direction of an officer in accordance herewith the continued slow operation by a driver shall
be a misdemeanor, and be punished as provided in section 321.482.

25.321.295 Limitation on bridge or elevated structures.

No person shall drive a vehicle on any public bridge or elevated structure at a speed which is greater
than the maximum speed permitted under this chapter on the street or highway at a point where said
street or highway joins said bridge or elevated structure, provided that if the maximum speed
permitted on said street or highway differs from the maximum speed on any other street or highway
joining said bridge or elevated structure, then the lowest of said speeds shall be the maximum speed
limit on said bridge or elevated structure, subject to the following;:

The department upon request from any local authority shall, or upon its own initiative may, conduct
an investigation of any bridge or other elevated structure constituting a part of a highway, and if it
shall thereupon find that such structure cannot with safety to itself withstand vehicles traveling at



the speed otherwise permissible under this chapter, the department shall determine and declare the
maximum speed of vehicles which such structure can withstand, and shall cause or permit suitable
signs stating such maximum speed to be erected and maintained at a distance of two hundred feet
before each end of such structure.

No person shall drive a vehicle over any bridge or other elevated structure constituting a part of a
highway at a speed which is greater than the maximum speed which can be maintained with safety
to such bridge or structure, when such structure is signposted as provided in this section.

Upon the trial of any person charged with driving a vehicle at a speed which is greater than the
maximum speed which can be maintained with safety to such bridge or structure, proof of such
determination of the maximum speed by said department and the existence of said signs shall
constitute conclusive evidence of the maximum speed which can be maintained with safety to such
bridge or structure.

25.321.296 reserved.

DRIVING ON RIGHT SIDE OF ROADWAY—
OVERTAKING AND PASSING

25.321.297 Driving on right-hand side of roadway—exceptions.

1. A vehicle shall be driven upon the right half of the roadway upon all roadways of sufficient
width, except as follows:

a. When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction under the rules
goveming such movement.

b. When an obstruction exists making it necessary to drive to the left of the center of the roadway,
provided, any person so doing shall yield the right of way to all vehicles traveling in the proper
direction upon the unobstructed portion of the roadway within such distance as to constitute an
immediate hazard.

c. Upon a roadway divided into three marked lanes for traffic under the rules applicable thereon.
d. Upon a roadway restricted to one-way traffic.

2. Any vehicle proceeding at less than the normal speed of traffic at the time and place and under
the conditions then existing shall be driven in the right-hand lane then available for traffic upon all
roadways, or as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, except when
overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction or when preparing for a left
turn at an intersection, an alley, private road or driveway.

3. A vehicle shall not be driven upon any roadway having four or more lanes for moving traffic and
providing for two-way movement of traffic, to the left of the center line of the roadway, except when
authorized by official traffic-control devices designating certain lanes to the left side of the center
of the roadway for use by traffic not otherwise permitted to use such lanes, or except as permitted
under subsection 1, paragraph "b." This subsection shall not be construed as prohibiting the crossing
of the center line in making a left turn into or from an alley, private road, or driveway.

25.321.298 Meeting and turning to right.
Except as otherwise provided in section 321.297, vehicles or persons on horseback meeting each
other on any roadway shall yield one-half of the roadway by turning to the right.

25.321.299 Overtaking a vehicle.



The following rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding in the same
direction, subject to those limitations, exceptions, and special rules hereinafter stated:

The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass to the
left thereof at a safe distance and shall not again drive to the right side of the roadway until safely
clear of the overtaken vehicle.

Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle
shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle and shall not increase the speed of the
overtaken vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle.

25.321.300 to 25.321.301 reserved.

25.321.302 Overtaking on the right.

The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon the right of another vehicle which is making or
about to make a left turn.

The driver of a vehicle may overtake and, allowing sufficient clearance, pass another vehicle
proceeding in the same direction either upon the left or upon the right on a roadway with
unobstructed pavement of sufficient width for four or more lines of moving traffic when such
movement can be made in safety. No person shall drive off the pavement or upon the shoulder of
the roadway in overtaking or passing on the right.

25.321.303 Limitations on overtaking on the left.

A vehicle shall not be driven to the left side of the center of the roadway in overtaking and passing
another vehicle proceeding in the same direction unless the left side is clearly visible and is free of
oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit the overtaking and passing to be
completely made without interfering with the safe operation of a vehicle approaching from the
opposite direction or a vehicle overtaken. The overtaking vehicle shall return to the right-hand side
of the roadway before coming within three hundred feet of a vehicle approaching from the opposite
direction when traveling on a roadway having a legal speed limit in excess of thirty miles per hour,
and the overtaking vehicle shall return to the right-hand side of the roadway before coming within
one hundred feet of a vehicle approaching from the opposite direction when traveling on a roadway
having a legal speed limit of thirty miles per hour or less.

25.321.304 Prohibited passing.

No vehicle shall, in overtaking and passing another vehicle or at any other time, be driven to the left
side of the roadway under the following conditions:

1. When approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway where the driver's view
along the highway is obstructed for a distance of approximately seven hundred feet.

2. When approaching within one hundred feet of any narrow bridge, viaduct, or tunnel, when so
signposted, or when approaching within one hundred feet of or traversing any intersection or railroad
grade crossing.

3. Where official signs are in place directing that traffic keep to the right or a distinctive center line
or off-center line is marked, which distinctive line also so directs traffic as declared in the sign
manual adopted by the department of transportation.

25.321.305 One-way roadways and rotary traffic islands.



Upon a roadway designated and signposted for one-way traffic a vehicle shall be driven only in the
direction designated.
A vehicle passing around a rotary traffic island shall be driven only to the right of such island.

25.321.306 Roadways laned for traffic.

Whenever any roadway has been divided into three or more clearly marked lanes for traffic the
following rules in addition to all others consistent herewith shall apply:

A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practical entirely within a single lane and shall not be moved
from such lane until the driver has first ascertained that such movement can be made with safety.
Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes a vehicle shall not be driven in the center lane
except when overtaking and passing another vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and such
center lane is clear of traffic within a safe distance, or in preparation for a left turn or where such
center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is
proceeding and is signposted to give notice of such allocation.

Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a designated lane or allocating
specified lanes to traffic moving in the same direction and drivers of vehicles shall obey the
directions of every such sign.

Vehicles moving in a lane designated for slow-moving traffic shall yield the right of way to vehicles
moving in the same direction in a lane not so designated when such lanes merge to form a single
lane.

A portion of a highway provided with a lane for slow-moving vehicles does not become a roadway
marked for three lanes of traffic.

25.321.307 Following too closely.

The driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely than is reasonable and
prudent, having due regard for the speed of such vehicles and the traffic upon and the condition of
the highway.

25.321.308 Motor trucks and towed vehicles—distance requirements.

The driver of any motor truck, or of a motor vehicle drawing another vehicle, when traveling upon
a roadway, outside of a business or residence district shall not follow within three hundred feet of
another motor truck, or of a motor vehicle drawing another vehicle. The provisions of this section
shall not be construed to prevent overtaking and passing nor shall the same apply upon any lane
specially designated for use by motor trucks.

25.321.309 Towing—convoys.

A person shall not pull or tow by motor vehicle, for hire, another motor vehicle over any highway
outside the limits of any incorporated city, except in case of temporary movement of a disabled
motor vehicle to the place where repairs will be made, unless the person has complied with the
provisions of sections 321.57 and 321.58. Provided, however, if the person is a nonresident of the
state of lowa and has complied with the laws of the state of that person's residence goveming
licensing and registration as a transporter of motor vehicles, the person shall not be required to pay
the fee provided in section 321.58 but only to submit proof of the person's status as a bona fide
manufacturer or transporter as may reasonably be required by the department.

A person pulling or towing by motor vehicle another motor vehicle in convoy or caravan shall
maintain a distance of at least five hundred feet between the units of the convoy or caravan.



25.321.310 Towing four-wheeled trailers.

A motor vehicle shall not tow a four-wheeled trailer with a steering axle, or more than one trailer or
semitrailer, or both in combination. However, this section does not apply to a motor home,
multipurpose vehicle, motor truck, truck tractor or road tractor nor to a farm tractor towing a
four-wheeled trailer, nor to a farm tractor or motor vehicle towing implements of husbandry, nor to
a wagon box trailer used by a farmer in transporting produce, farm products or supplies hauled to
and from market.

Any four-wheeled trailer towed by a truck tractor or road tractor shall be registered under the
semitrailer provisions of section 321.122, provided, however, that the provisions of this section shall
not be applicable to motor vehicles drawing wagon box trailers used by a farmer in transporting
produce, farm products or supplies hauled to and from market.

TURNING AND STARTING AND SIGNALS
ON STOPPING AND TURNING

25.321.311 Turning at intersections.

The driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an intersection shall do so as follows:

Both the approach for a right turn and right turn shall be made as close as practical to the right-hand
curb or edge of the roadway.

Approach for a left turn shall be made in that portion of the right half of the roadway nearest the
center line thereof and after entering the intersection the left turn shall be made so as to depart from
the intersection to the right of the center line of the roadway being entered.

Approach for a left tum from a two-way street into a one-way street shall be made in that portion of
the right half of the roadway nearest the center line thereof and by passing to the right of such center
line where it enters the intersection. A left turn from a one-way street into two-way street shall be
made by passing to the right of the center line of the street being entered upon leaving the
intersection.

Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may cause markers, buttons, or signs to be placed
within or adjacent to intersections and thereby require and direct that a different course from that
specified in this section be traveled by vehicles turning at an intersection, and when markers,
buttons, or signs are so placed no driver of a vehicle shall turn a vehicle at an intersection other than
as directed and required by such markers, buttons, or signs.

25.321.312 Turning on curve or crest of grade.

No vehicle shall be tumed so as to proceed in the opposite direction upon any curve, or upon the
approach to, or near the crest of a grade or hill, where such vehicle cannot be seen by the driver of
any other vehicle approaching from either direction within five hundred feet.

25.321.313 Starting parked vehicle.
No person shall start a vehicle which is stopped, standing, or parked unless and until such movement
can be made with reasonable safety.

25.321.314 When signal required.

No person shall turn a vehicle from a direct course upon a highway unless and until such movement
can be made with reasonable safety and then only after giving a clearly audible signal by sounding
the hom if any pedestrian may be affected by such movement or after giving an appropriate signal



in the manner hereinafter provided in the event any other vehicle may be affected by such
movement.

25.321.315 Signal continuous.

A signal of intention to turn right or left shall be given continuously during not less than the last one
hundred feet traveled by the vehicle before turning when the speed limit is forty-five miles per hour
or less and a continuous signal during not less than the last three hundred feet when the speed limit
is in excess of forty-five miles per hour.

25.321.316 Stopping.

No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a vehicle without first giving an appropriate
signal in the manner provided herein to the driver of any vehicle immediately to the rear when there
is opportunity to give such signal.

25.321.317 Signals by hand and arm or signal device.

1. The signals required under the provisions of this chapter may be given either by means of the
hand and arm as provided in section 321.318, or by a mechanical or electrical directional signal
device or light conforming to the provisions of this chapter.

2. Directional signal devices shall be designed with a white, yellow or amber lamp or lamps to be
displayed on the front of vehicles and with a lamp or lamps of red, yellow or amber to be displayed
on the rear of vehicles. Such devices shall be capable of clearly indicating any intention to tumn either
to the right or to the left and shall be visible and understandable during both daylight and darkness
from a distance of at least one hundred feet from the front and rear of a vehicle equipped therewith.
3. It is unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale or operate on the highways of the state any
vehicle subject to registration under the provisions of this chapter which has never been registered
in this or any other state prior to January 1, 1954, unless the vehicle is equipped with a directional
signal device of a type in compliance with the provisions of subsection 2. Motorcycles, motorized
bicycles, and semitrailers and trailers less than forty inches in width are exempt from the provisions
of this section.

4. When a vehicle is equipped with a directional signal device, such device shall at all times be
maintained in good working condition. No directional signal device shall project a glaring or
dazzling light. All directional signal devices shall be self-illuminated when in use while other lamps
on the vehicle are lighted.

5. Whenever any vehicle or combination of vehicles is disabled or for other reason may present a
vehicular traffic hazard requiring unusual care in approaching, overtaking or passing, the operator
then may display on the vehicle or combination of vehicles four directional signals of a type
complying with the provisions of this section relating to directional signal devices in simultaneous
operation.

25.321.318 Method of giving hand and arm signals.

All signals herein required which may be given by hand and arm shall when so given be given from
the left side of the vehicle and the following manner and interpretation thereof is suggested:

1. Left tum—Hand and arm extended horizontally.

2. Right turn—Hand and arm extended upward.

3. Stop or decrease of speed—Hand and arm extended downward.



RIGHT-OF-WAY

25.321.319 Entering intersections from different highways.

When two vehicles enter an intersection from different highways or public streets at approximately
the same time, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right of way to the vehicle on the
right.

The foregoing rule is modified at through highways and otherwise as hereinafter stated in this
chapter.

25.321.320 Left turns—yielding.

The driver of a vehicle intending to turn to the left within an intersection or into an alley, private
road or driveway shall yield the right of way to all vehicles approaching from the opposite direction
which are within the intersection or so close thereto as to constitute an immediate hazard, then said
driver, having so yielded and having given a signal when and as required by this chapter, may make
such left turn.

25.321.321 Entering through highways.

The driver of a vehicle shall stop or yield as required by this chapter at the entrance to a through
highway and shall yield the right of way to other vehicles which have entered the intersection from
said through highway or which are approaching so closely on said through highway as to constitute
a hazard, but said driver having so yielded may proceed cautiously and with due care enter said
through highway.

25.321.322 Vehicles entering stop or yield intersection.

1. The driver of a vehicle approaching a stop intersection indicated by a stop sign shall stop at the
first opportunity at either the clearly marked stop line or before entering the crosswalk or before
entering the intersection or at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view
of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering the intersection. Before
proceeding, the driver shall yield the right of way to any vehicle on the intersecting roadway which
has entered the intersection or which is approaching so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard
during the time the driver is moving across or within the intersection.

2. The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign shall slow to a speed reasonable for the existing
conditions and, if required for safety, shall stop at the first opportunity at either the clearly marked
stop line or before entering the crosswalk or before entering the intersection or at the point nearest
the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting
roadway. After slowing or stopping, the driver shall yield the right of way to any vehicle on the
intersecting roadway which has entered the intersection or which is approaching so closely as to
constitute an immediate hazard during the time the driver is moving across or within the intersection.

25.321.323 Moving vehicle backward on highway.
A person shall not cause a vehicle to be moved in a backward direction on a highway unless and
until the vehicle can be backed with reasonable safety, and shall yield the right of way to any

approaching vehicle on the highway or an intersecting highway which is so close as to constitute an
immediate hazard.

25.321.324 Operation on approach of emergency vehicles.



Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle with any lamp or device
displaying a red light, or an authorized emergency vehicle of a fire department displaying a blue
light, or when the driver is giving audible signal by siren, exhaust whistle, or bell, the driver of every
other vehicle shall yield the right of way and shall immediately drive to a position parallel to, and
as close as possible to, the right hand edge or curb of the highway clear of any intersection and shall
stop and remain in such position until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when
otherwise directed by a police officer. For the purposes of this section, "red light" or "blue light"
means a light or lighting device that, when illuminated, will exhibit a solid flashing or strobing red
or blue light.

Upon the approach of an authorized emergency vehicle, as above stated, the driver of every streetcar
shall immediately stop such car clear of any intersection and keep it in such position until the
authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer.
This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty
to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway.

25.321.324A Funeral processions.

1. For purposes of this section, "funeral procession" means a procession of motor vehicles
accompanying the body of a deceased person during daylight hours which is being escorted by a
vehicle continually displaying its emergency signal lamps flashing simultaneously and using lighted
head lamps and identifying flags, and keeping all other motor vehicles with lighted head lamps in
close formation.

2. Upon the immediate approach of a funeral procession, the driver of every other vehicle, except
an authorized emergency vehicle, shall yield the right-of-way. An operator of a motor vehicle which
is part of a funeral procession shall not be charged with violating traffic rules and regulations relating
to traffic signals and devices while participating in the procession unless the operation is reckless.
3. The funeral home in charge of the funeral procession is liable only in connection with the
procession for any negligent, reckless, or intentional act by the funeral home or any employee or
agent of the funeral home that results in any death, personal injury or property damage suffered
during a funeral procession.

PEDESTRIANS' RIGHTS AND DUTIES

25.321.325 Pedestrians subject to signals.

Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic-control signals at intersections as heretofore declared in this
chapter, but at all other places pedestrians shall be accorded the privileges and shall be subject to the
restrictions stated in sections 321.327 to 321.331.

25.321.326 Pedestrians on left.

Pedestrians shall at all times when walking on or along a highway, walk on the left side of such
highway.

25.321.327 Pedestrians’ right of way.

Where traffic-control signals are not in place or in operation the driver of a vehicle shall yield the
right of way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield, to a pedestrian crossing the roadway
within any marked crosswalk or within any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection, except as
otherwise provided in this chapter.



25.321.328 Crossing at other than crosswalk.

Every pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other than within a marked crosswalk or within
an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection shall yield the right of way to all vehicles upon the
roadway except that cities may restrict such a crossing by ordinance.

Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian
crossing has been provided shall yield the right of way to all vehicles upon the roadway.

Where traffic-control signals are in operation at any place not an intersection pedestrians shall not
cross at any place except in a marked crosswalk.

25.321.329 Duty of driver—pedestrians crossing or working on highways.

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 321.328 every driver of a vehicle shall exercise due care
to avoid colliding with any pedestrian upon any roadway and shall give warning by sounding the
hormn when necessary and shall exercise due care upon observing any child or any confused or
incapacitated person upon a roadway.

Every driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way to pedestrian workers engaged in maintenance
or construction work on a highway whenever the driver is notified of the presence of such workers
by a flagman or a warning sign.

25.321.330 reserved.

25.321.331 Pedestrians soliciting rides.

No person shall stand in a roadway for the purpose of soliciting a ride from the driver of any private
vehicle.

Nothing in this section or this chapter shall be construed so as to prevent any pedestrian from
standing on that portion of the highway or roadway, not ordinarily used for vehicular traffic, for the
purpose of soliciting a ride from the driver of any vehicle.

25.321.332 White canes restricted to blind persons.

For the purpose of guarding against accidents in traffic on the public thoroughfares, it shall be
unlawful for any person except persons wholly or partially blind to carry or use on the streets,
highways, and public places of the state any white canes or walking sticks which are white in color
or white tipped with red.

25.321.333 Duty of drivers.

Any driver of a vehicle or operator of a motor-driven vehicle who approaches or comes in contact
with a person wholly or partially blind carrying a cane or walking stick white in color or white tipped
with red, or being led by a guide dog wearing a harness and walking on either side of or slightly in
front of said blind person, shall immediately come to a complete stop, and take such precautions as
may be necessary to avoid accident or injury to the person carrying a cane or walking stick white in

color or white tipped with red or being led by a guide dog.
25.321.334 to 25.321.339 reserved.

25.321.340 Driving through safety zone.
No vehicle shall at any time be driven through or within a safety zone.



SPECIAL STOPS REQUIRED

25.321.341 Obedience to signal of train.

When a person driving a vehicle approaches a railroad grade crossing and warning is given by
automatic signal, crossing gates, a flag person, or otherwise of the immediate approach of a train,
the driver of the vehicle shall stop within fifty feet but not less than fifteen feet from the nearest rail
and shall not proceed until the driver can do so safely.

The driver of a vehicle shall stop and remain standing and not traverse such a grade crossing when
a crossing gate is lowered or when a human flagman gives or continues to give a signal of the
approach or passage of a train.

25.321.342 Stop at certain railroad crossings—posting warning.

The driver of any vehicle approaching a railroad grade crossing across which traffic is regulated by
a stop sign, a railroad sign directing traffic to stop or an official traffic control signal displaying a
flashing red or steady circular red colored light shall stop prior to crossing the railroad at the first
opportunity at either the clearly marked stop line or at a point near the crossing where the driver has
a clear view of the approaching railroad traffic.

The department, city or county shall be required to post the standard sign as prescribed by the
manual on uniform traffic-control devices adopted by the department pursuant to section 321.252
in advance of each railroad grade crossing to warn the motorist that the motorist is approaching a
railroad grade crossing. Upon properly posting all railroad grade crossings within its jurisdiction
and upon implementing the standards established in accordance with section 307.26, the department,
city, or county shall not have any other affirmative duty to warn a motor vehicle operator
approaching or at the railroad grade crossing.

25.321.343 Certain vehicles must stop.

The driver of a motor vehicle carrying passengers for hire, a school bus, or a vehicle carrying
hazardous material and required to stop before crossing a railroad track by motor carrier safety rules
adopted under section 321.449, before crossing at grade any track of a railroad, shall stop the vehicle
within fifty feet but not less than fifteen feet from the nearest rail. While stopped, the driver shall
listen and look in both directions for an approaching train, and for signals indicating the approach
of a train, and shall not proceed until the driver can do so safely.

No stop need be made at a crossing where a peace officer or a traffic-control device directs traffic
to proceed. No stop need be made at a crossing designated by an "exempt" sign. An "exempt" sign
shall be posted only where the tracks have been partially removed on either side of the roadway.

25.321.344 Heavy equipment at crossing.

No person shall operate or move any caterpillar tractor, steam shovel, derrick, roller, or any
equipment or structure having a normal operating speed of six or less miles per hour or a vertical
body or load clearance of less than nine inches above the level surface of a roadway upon or across
any tracks at a railroad grade crossing without first complying with this section.

Notice of any such intended crossing shall be given to a superintendent of such railroad and a
reasonable time be given to such railroad to provide proper protection at such crossing.

Before making any such crossing the person operating or moving any such vehicle or equipment
shall first stop the same not less than ten feet nor more than fifty feet from the nearest rail of such
railway and while so stopped shall listen and look in both directions along such track for any



approaching train and for signals indicating the approach of a train, and shall not proceed until the
crossing can be made safely.

No such crossing shall be made when waming is given by automatic signal or crossing gates or a
flagman or otherwise of the immediate approach of a railroad train or car.

25.321.345 to 25.321.352 reserved.

25.321.353 Stop before crossing sidewalk—right of way.

The driver of a vehicle emerging from a private roadway, alley, driveway, or building shall stop such
vehicle immediately prior to driving onto the sidewalk area and thereafter the driver shall proceed
into the sidewalk area only when the driver can do so without danger to pedestrian traffic and the
driver shall yield the right of way to any vehicular traffic on the street into which the driver's vehicle
is entering.

The driver of a vehicle about to enter or cross a highway from a private road or driveway shall stop
such vehicle immediately prior to driving on said highway and shall yield the right of way to all
vehicles approaching on said highway.

STOPPING, STANDING, AND PARKING

25.321.354 Stopping on traveled way.

Upon any highway outside of a business district, rural residence district or residence district a person
shall not stop, park, or leave standing a vehicle, whether attended or unattended:

1. Upon the paved part of the highway when it is practical to stop, park, or leave the vehicle off that
part of the highway, however, a clear and unobstructed width of at least twenty feet of the paved
part of the highway opposite the standing vehicle shall be left for the free passage of other vehicles.
As used in this subsection, "paved highway" includes an asphalt surfaced highway.

2. Upon the main traveled part of a highway other than a paved highway when it is practical to stop,
park, or leave the vehicle off that part of the highway. However, a clear and unobstructed width of
that part of the highway opposite the standing vehicle shall be left to allow for the free passage of
other vehicles.

A clear view of the stopped vehicle shall be available from a distance of two hundred feet in each
direction upon the highway. However, school buses may stop on the highway for receiving and
discharging pupils and all other vehicles shall stop for school buses which are stopped to receive or
discharge pupils, as provided in section 321.372. This section does not apply to a vehicle making
a turn as provided in section 321.311. This section also does not apply to the stopping or parking
of a maintenance vehicle operated by a highway authority on the main traveled way of any roadway
when necessary to the function being performed and when early warning devices are properly
displayed.

25.321.355 to 25.321.357 reserved.

25.321.358 Stopping, standing or parking.

person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic
or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic-control device, in any of the
following places:

1. On asidewalk, except a bicycle may stop, stand, or park on a sidewalk if not prohibited by a local



jurisdiction.

2. In front of a public or private driveway.

3. Within an intersection.

4. Within five feet of a fire hydrant.

5. On a crosswalk.

6. Within ten feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign, or traffic-control signal
located at the side of a roadway.

7. Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within ten feet of points on the curb immediately
opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless any city indicates a different length by signs or markings.
8. Within fifty feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing, except when parked parallel with such
rail and not exhibiting a red light.

9. Within twenty feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of a street opposite
the entrance to any fire station within seventy-five feet of said entrance when properly signposted.
10. Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when such stopping, standing, or
parking would obstruct traffic.

11. On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street.

12. Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway outside of cities or within a
highway tunnel.

13. At any place where official signs prohibit stopping or parking.

14. Upon any street within the corporate limits of a city when the same is prohibited by a general
ordinance of uniform application relating to removal of snow or ice from the streets.

15. In front of a curb cut or ramp which is located on public or private property in a manner which
blocks access to the curb cut or ramp.

25.321.359 reserved.

25.321.360 Theaters, hotels and auditoriums.

A space of not to exceed fifty feet is hereby reserved at the side of the street in front of any theater,
auditorium, hotel having more than twenty-five sleeping rooms, or other buildings where large
assemblages of people are being held, within which space, when clearly marked as such, no motor
vehicle shall be left standing, parked, or stopped except in taking on or discharging passengers or
freight, and then only for such length of time as is necessary for such purpose.

25.321.361 Additional parking regulations.

Except as otherwise provided in this section every vehicle stopped or parked upon a roadway where
there are adjacent curbs shall be so stopped or parked with the right-hand wheels of such vehicle
parallel to and within eighteen inches of the right-hand curb.

Local anthorities may by ordinance permit parking of vehicles with the left-hand wheels adjacent
to and within eighteen inches of the left-hand curb of a one-way roadway.

Local authorities may by ordinance permit angle or center parking on any roadway under their
Junisdiction.

MISCELLANEOUS RULES

25.321.362 Unattended motor vehicle.
No person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to stand unattended without first



stopping the engine, or when standing upon any perceptible grade without effectively setting the
brake thereon and turning the front wheels to the curb or side of the highway.

25.321.363 Obstruction to driver's view.

No person shall drive a vehicle when it is so loaded, or when there are in the front seat such number
of persons, exceeding three, as to obstruct the view of the driver to the front or sides of the vehicle
or as to interfere with the driver's control over the driving mechanism of the vehicle.

No passenger in a vehicle shall ride in such position as to interfere with the driver's view ahead or
to the sides, or to interfere with the driver's control over the driving mechanism of the vehicle.

25.321.364 Preventing contamination of food by hazardous material.
Food intended for human consumption shall not be shipped in a vehicle or container which has been
used to transport a hazardous material unless the vehicle or container has been purged of any

hazardous material or the transportation is made in a manner that prevents any contact between the
food and the hazardous material.

25.321.365 Coasting prohibited.
The dniver of a motor vehicle shall not drive with the source of motive power disengaged from the
driving wheels except when disengagement is necessary to stop or to shift gears.

25.321.366 Acts prohibited on fully controlled-access facilities.

It is unlawful for a person, except a person operating highway maintenance equipment or an
authorized emergency vehicle, to do any of the following on a fully controlled-access facility:

1. Drive a vehicle over, upon, or across a curb, central dividing section, or other separation or
dividing line.

2. Make a left tum or a semicircular or U-turn at a maintenance cross-over where an official sign
prohibits the turn.

3. Drive a vehicle except in the proper lane provided for that purpose and in the proper direction and
to the right of the central dividing curb, separation, section, or line.

4. Drive a vehicle into the facility from a local service road.

5. Stop, park, or leave standing a vehicle, whether attended or unattended, upon the paved portion.
6. Stop, park, or leave standing a vehicle, whether attended or unattended, upon the shoulders, or
the right of way except at designated rest areas or in case of an emergency or other dire necessity.
For the purpose of this section, fully controlied-access facility is a highway which gives preference
to through traffic by providing access connections at interchanges with selected public roads only
and by prohibiting crossings at grade or direct access at driveway connections.

Violations of this section are punishable as provided in section 321.482.

25.321.367 Following fire apparatus.

The driver of any vehicle other than one on official business shall not follow any fire apparatus
traveling in response to a fire alarm closer than five hundred feet or drive into or park such vehicle
within the block where fire apparatus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm.

25.321.368 Crossing fire hose.
No vehicle shall be driven over any unprotected hose of a fire department when laid down on any
street, private driveway, or streetcar track, to be used at any fire or alarm of fire, without the consent



of the fire department official in command.

25.321.369 Putting debris on highway.

A person shall not throw or deposit upon a highway any glass bottle, glass, nails, tacks, wire, cans,
trash, garbage, rubbish, litter, offal, or any other debris. A person shall not throw or deposit upon
a highway a substance likely to injure any person, animal, or vehicle upon the highway. A person
who violates this section or section 321.370 commits a misdemeanor punishable as a scheduled
violation under section 805.8, subsection 2, paragraph "af".

25.321.370 Removing injurious material.
Any person who drops, or permits to be dropped or thrown, upon any highway any destructive or

injurious material and other material as defined in section 321.369 shall immediately remove the
same or cause it to be removed.

25.321.371 reserved.
SCHOOL BUSES

25.321.372 Discharging pupils—regulations.

1. The driver of a school bus used to transport children to and from a public or private school shall,
when stopping to receive or discharge pupils, turn on flashing warning lamps at a distance of not less
than three hundred feet nor more than five hundred feet from the point where the pupils are to be
received or discharged from the bus if the speed limit at that point is forty-five miles per hour or
greater and shall turn on flashing warning lamps at a distance of not less than one hundred fifty feet
from the point where the pupils are to be received or discharged from the bus if the speed limit at
that point is less than forty-five miles per hour. At the point of receiving or discharging pupils the
driver of the bus shall bring the bus to a stop, tumm off the amber flashing waming lamps, turn on the
red flashing waming lamps, and extend the stop arm. After receiving or discharging pupils, the bus
driver shall turn off all flashing waming lamps, retract the stop arm and proceed on the route.
Except to the extent that reduced visibility is caused by fog, snow, or other weather conditions, a
school bus shall not stop to receive or discharge pupils unless there is at least three hundred feet of
unobstructed vision in each direction. However, the driver of a school bus is not required to use
flashing warning lamps and the stop arm when receiving or discharging pupils at a designated
loading and unloading zone at a school attendance center or at extracurricular or educational activity
locations where students exiting the bus do not have to cross the street or highway.

If a school district contracts with an urban transit system to transport children to and from a public
or private school, the school bus which is provided by the urban transit system shall not be required
to be equipped with flashing waming lights and a stop arm. If the school bus provided by an urban
transit system is equipped with flashing warning lights and a stop arm, the driver of the school bus
shall use the flashing warning light and stop arm as required by law.

A school bus, when operating on a highway with four or more lanes shall not stop to load or unload
pupils who must cross the highway, except at designated stops where pupils who must cross the
highway may do so at points where there are official traffic control devices or police officers.

A school bus shall, while carrying passengers, have its headlights turned on.

2. All pupils shall be received and discharged from the right front entrance of every school bus and
if said pupils must cross the highway, they shall be required to pass in front of the bus, look in both



directions, and proceed to cross the highway only on signal from the bus driver.

3. The driver of a vehicle, including the driver of a vehicle operating on a private road or driveway,
when meeting a school bus with flashing amber warmning lamps shall reduce the vehicle's speed to
not more than twenty miles per hour, and shall bring the vehicle to a complete stop when the school
bus stops and the stop signal arm is extended. The vehicle shall remain stopped until the stop signal
arm is retracted after which time the driver may proceed with due caution.

The driver of a vehicle, including the driver of a vehicle operating on a private road or driveway,
overtaking a school bus shall not pass a school bus when red or amber waming signal lights are
flashing. The driver shall bring the vehicle to a complete stop no closer than fifteen feet from the
school bus when it is stopped and the stop arm is extended, and the vehicle shall remain stopped
until the stop arm is retracted and the school bus resumes motion.

4, The driver of a vehicle upon a highway providing two or more lanes in each direction need not
stop upon meeting a school bus which is traveling in the opposite direction even though the school
bus is stopped.

25.321.373 to 25.321.380 reserved.

SAFETY STANDARDS

25.321.381 Movement of unsafe or improperly equipped vehicles.

It is a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in section 321.482, for any person to drive or move or
for the owner to cause or knowingly permit to be driven or moved on any highway any vehicle or
combination of vehicles which is in such unsafe condition as to endanger any person, or which does
not contain those parts or is not at all times equipped with such lamps and other equipment in proper
condition and adjustment as required in this chapter, or which is equipped with one or more unsafe
tires or which is equipped in any manner in violation of this chapter.

25.321.382 Upgrade pulls—minimum speed.

A motor vehicle or combination of vehicles, which cannot proceed up a three percent grade, on dry
concrete pavement, at a minimum speed of twenty miles per hour, shall not be operated upon the
highways of this state.

25.321.383 Exceptions—slow vehicles identified.

1. This chapter with respect to equipment on vehicles does not apply to implements of husbandry,
road machinery, bulk spreaders and other fertilizer and chemical equipment defined as special
mobile equipment, road rollers, or farm tractors except as made applicable in this section. However,
the movement of implements of husbandry between the retail seller and a farm purchaser or from
farm site to farm site or the movement of indivisible implements of husbandry between the place of
manufacture and a retail seller or farm purchaser under section 321.453 is subject to safety rules
adopted by the department. The safety rules shall prohibit the movement of any power unit towing
more than one implement of husbandry from the manufacturer to the retail seller, from the retail
seller to the farm purchaser, or from the manufacturer to the farm purchaser.

2. When operated on a highway in this state at a speed of thirty miles per hour or less, every farm
tractor, or tractor with towed equipment, self-propelled implement of husbandry, road construction
or maintenance vehicle, road grader, horse-drawn vehicle, or any other vehicle principally designed
for use off the highway and any such tractor, implement, vehicle, or grader when manufactured for



sale or sold at retail after December 31, 1971, shall be identified with a reflective device in
accordance with the standards of the American society of agricultural engineers; however, this
provision shall not apply to such vehicles when traveling in any escorted parade. The reflective
device shall be visible from the rear. A vehicle othér than those specified in this section shall not
display a reflective device. On vehicles operating at speeds above thirty miles per hour, the
reflective device shall be removed or hidden from view.

3. Garbage collection vehicles, when operated on the streets or highways of this state at speeds of
thirty miles per hour or less, may display a reflective device that complies with the standards of the
American society of agricultural engineers. At speeds in excess of thirty miles per hour the device
shall not be visible.

Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be fined as provided in section 805.8,
subsection 2, paragraph "d".

LIGHTING EQUIPMENT

25.321.384 When lighted lamps required.

1. Every motor vehicle upon a highway within the state, at any time from sunset to sunrise, and at
such other times when conditions such as fog, snow, sleet, or rain provide insufficient lighting to
render clearly discernible persons and vehicles on the highway at a distance of five hundred feet
ahead, shall display lighted head lamps as provided in section 321.415, subject to exceptions with
respect to parked vehicles as hereinafter stated.

2. Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as to the distance from which certain lamps and
devices shall render objects visible or within which such lamps or devices shall be visible, said
provisions shall apply during the times stated in subsection 1 of this section upon a straight level
unlighted highway under normal atmospheric conditions unless a different time or condition is
expressly stated.

25.321.385 Head lamps on motor vehicles.

Every motor vehicle other than a motorcycle or motorized bicycle shall be equipped with at least two
head lamps with at least one on each side of the front of the motor vehicle, which head lamps shall
comply with the requirements and limitations set forth in this chapter.

25.321.386 Head lamps on motorcycles and motorized bicycles.
Every motorcycle and motorized bicycle shall be equipped with at least one and not more than two
head lamps which shall comply with the requirements and limitations of this chapter.

25.321.387 Rear lamps.

Every motor vehicle and every vehicle which is being drawn at the end of a train of vehicles shall
be equipped with a lighted rear lamp or lamps, exhibiting a red light plainly visible from a distance
of five hundred feet to the rear. All lamps and lighting equipment originally manufactured on a
motor vehicle shall be kept in working condition or shall be replaced with equivalent equipment.

25.321.388 Illuminating plates.
Either the rear lamp or a separate lamp shall be so constructed and placed as to illuminate with a
white light the rear registration plate and render it clearly legible from a distance of fifty feet to the



rear. When the rear registration plate is illuminated by an electric lamp other than the required rear
lamp, the two lamps shall be turned on or off only by the same control switch at all times when head
lamps are lighted.

25.321.389 Reflector requirement.

Every new motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer hereafter sold and every commercial vehicle hereafter
operated on a highway shall also carry at the rear, either as a part of the rear lamp or separately, a
red reflector meeting the requirements of this chapter.

25.321.390 Reflector requirements.

Whenever a red reflector is required or permitted to be used in substitution of lamps upon a vehicle
under any one of the provisions of this chapter, such reflector shall be mounted upon the vehicle at
a height not to exceed forty-two inches nor less than twenty inches above the ground upon which
the vehicle stands, and every such reflector shall be so designed and maintained as to be visible at
night from all distances within three hundred feet to fifty feet from such vehicle, except that on a
commercial vehicle the reflector shall be visible from all distances within five hundred feet to fifty
feet from such vehicle when directly in front of a motor vehicle displaying lawfully lighted head
lamps as provided in section 321.409.

25.321.391 reserved.

25.321.392 Clearance and identification lights.

Every motor truck, and every trailer or semitrailer of over three thousand pounds gross weight, shall
be equipped with the following lighting devices and reflectors in addition to other requirements of
this chapter, and such devices shall be lighted at the times mentioned in section 321.384.

1. Every motor truck, whatever its size shall have the following;:

On each side, one reflector, at or near the rear; and

On the rear, two reflectors, one at each side.

2. Every motor truck, eighty inches or more in width shall have the following in addition to the
requirements of subsection 1:

a. If thirty feet or less in over-all length—

On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side; and

On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side.

b. If more than thirty feet in overall length—

On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side;

On each side, two side-marker lamps, one at or near the front, and one at or near the rear, and an
additional reflector at or near the front; and

On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side.

3. Every truck tractor or road tractor shall have the following:

On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side if the tractor cab is as wide as, or wider than, the
widest part of the vehicle or vehicles towed;

On each side, one side-marker lamp at or near the front; and

On the rear, one tail lamp.

4. Every trailer or semitrailer having a gross weight in excess of three thousand pounds shall have
the following:

On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side, if the trailer is wider in its widest part than the



cab of the vehicle towing it;

On each side, one side-marker lamp at or near the rear; two reflectors, one at or near the front and
one at or near the rear; and

On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side; one stop light; one tail lamp; and two reflectors,
one at each side.

5. Every motor truck or combination of motor truck and trailer having a length in excess of thirty
feet or a width in excess of eighty inches shall be equipped with three identification lights on both
front and rear. Each such group shall be evenly spaced not less than six nor more than twelve inches
apart along a horizontal line near the top of the vehicle.

25.321.393 Color and mounting.

A lighting device or reflector, when mounted on or near the front of a motor truck or trailer, except
a school bus, shall not display any other color than white, yellow, or amber.

No lighting device or reflector, when mounted on or near the rear of any motor truck or trailer, shall
display any other color than red, except that the stop light may be red, yellow, or amber.
Clearance lamps shall be mounted on the permanent structure of the vehicle in such manner as to
indicate the extreme width of the vehicle or its load.

The provisions of this section shall not prohibit the use of a lighting device or reflector displaying
an amber light when such lighting device or reflector is mounted on a motor truck, trailer, tractor,
or motor grader owned by the state, or any political subdivision of the state, or any municipality
therein, while such equipment is being used for snow removal, sanding, maintenance, or repair of
the public streets or highways.

25.321.394 Lamp or flag on projecting load.

Whenever the load upon any vehicle extends to the rear four feet or more beyond the bed or body
of such vehicle there shall be displayed at the extreme rear end of the load, at the times specified in
section 321.384, a red light or lantern plainly visible from a distance of at lgast five hundred feet to
the sides and rear. The red light or lantem required under this section shall be in addition to the red
rear light required upon every vehicle. At any other time there shall be displayed at the extreme rear
end of such load a red flag or cloth not less than sixteen inches square.

25.321.395 Lamps on parked vehicles.

Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a roadway or shoulder adjacent to the roadway,
outside of a business district whether attended or unattended during the times mentioned in section
321.384, such vehicle shall be equipped with one or more lamps which shall exhibit a white or
amber light on the roadway side visible from a distance of five hundred feet to the front of such
vehicle and a red light visible from a distance of five hundred feet to the rear, except that local
authorities may provide by ordinance or resolution that no lights need be displayed upon any such
vehicle when stopped or parked in accordance with local parking regulations upon a highway where
there is sufficient light to reveal any person or object within a distance of five hundred feet upon
such highway. Any lighted head lamps upon a parked vehicle shall be depressed or dimmed.

25.321.396 reserved.

25.321.397 Lamps on bicycles.
Every bicycle shall be equipped with a lamp on the front exhibiting a white light, at the times



specified in section 321.384, visible from a distance of at least three hundred feet to the front and
with a lamp on the rear exhibiting a red light visible from a distance of three hundred feet to the rear;
except that a red reflector may be used in lieu of a rear light. A peace officer riding a police bicycle
is not required to use either front or rear lamps if duity so requires.

25.321.398 Lamps on other vehicles and equipment.

All vehicles, including animal-drawn vehicles and including those referred to in section 321.383 not
hereinbefore specifically required to be equipped with lamps, shall at the times specified in section
321.384 be equipped with at least one lighted lamp or lantern exhibiting a white light visible from
a distance of five hundred feet to the front of such vehicle and, except for animal-drawn vehicles,
with a lamp or lantern exhibiting a red light visible from a distance of five hundred feet to the rear.
Animal-drawn vehicles shall be equipped with a flashing amber light visible from a distance of five
hundred feet to the rear of the vehicle during the time specified in section 321.384.

25.321.399 to 25.321.401 reserved.

25.321.402 Spot lamps.

Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed one spot lamp and every lighted spot lamp
shall be so aimed and used upon approaching another vehicle that no part of the high-intensity
portion of the beam will be directed to the left of the prolongation of the extreme left side of the
vehicle nor more than one hundred feet ahead of the vehicle.

25.321.403 Aucxiliary driving lamps.

Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed three auxiliary driving lamps mounted on
the front at a height not less than twelve inches nor more than forty-two inches above the level
surface upon which the vehicle stands, and every such auxiliary driving lamp or lamps shall meet
the requirements and limitations set forth in this chapter.

25.321.404 Signal lamps and signal devices.

Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a signal lamp or signal device which is so constructed
and located on the vehicle as to give a signal of intention to stop, which shall be red or yellow in
color, which signal shall be plainly visible and understandable in normal sunlight and at night from
a distance of one hundred feet to the rear but shall not project a glaring or dazzling light.

25.321.405 to 25.321.408 reserved.

25.321.409 Mandatory lighting equipment.

Except as hereinafter provided, the head lamps or the auxiliary driving lamp or the auxiliary passing
lamp or combination thereof on motor vehicles other than motorcycles or motorized bicycles shall
be so arranged that the driver may select at will between distributions of light projected to different
elevations and the lamps may, in addition, be so arranged that selection can be made automatically,
subject to the following limitations:

1. There shall be an uppermost distribution of light, or composite beam, so aimed and of sufficient
intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least three hundred fifty feet ahead for all
conditions.

2. There shall be a lowermost distribution of light, or composite beam so aimed and of sufficient



intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least one hundred feet ahead. On a straight
level road under any condition of loading none of the high-intensity portion of the beam shall be
directed to strike the eyes of an approaching driver.

3. Every new motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle or motorized bicycle which has multiple-beam
road-lighting equipment shall be equipped with a beam indicator, which shall be lighted whenever
the uppermost distribution of light from the head lamps is in use, and shall not otherwise be lighted.
The indicator shall be so designed and located that when lighted it will be readily visible without
glare to the driver of the vehicle.

25.321.410 to 25.321.414 reserved.

25.321.415 Required usage of lighting devices.

Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated on a roadway or shoulder during the times specified in
section 321.384, the driver shall use a distribution of light, or composite beam, directed high enough
and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a safe distance in advance of the vehicle,
subject to the following requirements and limitations:

1. Whenever a driver of a vehicle approaches an oncoming vehicle within one thousand feet, the
driver shall use a distribution of light, or composite beam, so aimed that the glaring rays are not
projected into the eyes of the oncoming driver. The lowermost distribution of light, or composite
beam, specified in section 321.409, subsection 2, shall be deemed to avoid glare at all times,
regardless of road contour and loading.

2. Whenever the driver of a vehicle follows another vehicle within four hundred feet to the rear,
except when engaged in the act of overtaking and passing, the driver shall use a distribution of light
permissible under this chapter other than the uppermost distribution of light specified in section
321.409, subsection 1.

3. The provisions of subsections 1 and 2 do not apply to motorcycles or motorized bicycles being
operated between sunrise and sunset.

25.321.416 to 25.321.418 reserved.

25.321.419 Number of driving lamps required or permitted.

At all times specified in section 321.384 at least two lighted lamps, except where one only is
permitted, shall be displayed, one on each side at the front of every motor vehicle except when such
vehicle is parked subject to the regulations governing lights on parked vehicles.

25.321.420 Number of lamps lighted.

Whenever a motor vehicle equipped with head lamps as herein required is also equipped with any
auxiliary lamps or a spot lamp or any other lamp on the front thereof projecting a beam of an
intensity greater than three hundred candlepower, not more than a total of four of any such lamps
on the front of a vehicle shall be lighted at any one time when upon a highway.

25.321.421 Special restrictions on lamps.

Any lighted lamp or illuminating device upon a motor vehicle other than head lamps, spot lamps,
or auxiliary driving lamps which projects a beam of light of an intensity greater than three hundred
candlepower shall be so directed that no part of the beam will strike the level of the roadway on
which the vehicle stands at a distance of more than seventy-five feet from the vehicle.



25.321.422 Red light in front.

No person shall drive or move any vehicle or equipment upon any highway with any lamp or device
thereon displaying or reflecting a red light visible from directly in front thereof. This section shall
not apply to authorized emergency vehicles, or school buses and vehicles as provided in section
321.423, subsection 6. No person shall display any color of light other than red on the rear of any
vehicle, except that stop lights and directional signals may be red, yellow, or amber.

25.321.423 Flashing lights.

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

a. "Emergency medical care provider" means as defined in section 147A.1.

b. "Fire department” means a paid or volunteer fire protection service provided by a benefited fire
district under chapter 357B or by a county, municipality or township, or a private corporate
organization that has a valid contract to provide fire protection service for a benefited fire district,
county, municipality, township or governmental agency.

c. "Member" means a person who is a member in good standing of a fire department or a person
who is an emergency medical care provider employed by an ambulance, rescue, or first response
service.

2. Prohibited lights. A flashing light on or in a motor vehicle is prohibited except as follows:

a. On an authorized emergency vehicle.

b. On a vehicle as a means of indicating a right or left turn, a mechanical failure, or an emergency
stop or intent to stop.

c. On a motor vehicle used by a rural mail carrier when stopping or stopped on or near a highway
in the process of delivering mail, if such a light is any shade of color between white and amber and
if it is mounted as a dome light on the roof of the vehicle.

d. On a vehicle being operated under an excess size permit issued under chapter 321E.

e. A flashing blue light on a vehicle upon which a blue light is permitted pursuant to subsection 3
of this section.

f. A flashing white light is permitted on a vehicle pursuant to subsection 7.

g. A white flashing strobe light mounted on a school bus as permitted under section 321.373,
subsection 7.

3. Blue light. A blue light shall not be used on any vehicle except for the following:

a. A vehicle owned or exclusively operated by a fire department.

b. A vehicle authorized by the chief of the fire department if the vehicle is owned by a member of
the fire department, the request for authorization is made by the member on forms provided by the
department, and necessity for authorization is demonstrated in the request.

4. Expiration of authority. The authorization shall expire at midnight on the thirty-first day of
December five years from the year in which it was issued, or when the vehicle is no longer owned
by the member, or when the member has ceased to be an active member of the fire department or
of an ambulance, rescue, or first response service, or when the member has used the blue or white
light beyond the scope of its authorized use. A person issued an authorization under subsection 3,
paragraph "b", shall return the authorization to the fire chief upon expiration or upon a determination
by the fire chief or the department that the authorization should be revoked.

5. When used. The certificate of authorization shall be carried at all times with the certificate of
registration of the authorized vehicle and the operator of the vehicle shall not illuminate the blue or
white light except in any of the following circumstances:

a. When the member is en route to the scene of a fire or is responding to an emergency in the line



